
1 

President’s Report 
I would really like to thank those groups that participated in our Open Weekend for 
their support of BVAC. This event was designed to highlight the facilities that 
BVAC has to offer our groups rather than highlight our groups themselves. But, I 
think from the response, our groups found that what was good for BVAC was good 

for them also. It was interesting to be able to see what goes on behind all the doors in the Hub. 
From WSC’s “Saturday morning in the Studio” to Sunshine Beaders quick jewellery class; 
CAQ’s “Raku Experience” to the fine display of beautiful porcelain art from APAT; ATASDA’s 
simple, but very effective, display of multiple textile techniques to Scattered Arts showing the 
range of goods you can see and buy in their gallery in Camp Hill, people flocked to the displays 
and chatted.  
 

Our newest member group, “Down the Rabbit Hole”, was there with amazing sculptures creat-
ed using a creative eye and Powertex. Natalie (from this group) also sourced the coffee van, 
Energize Espresso. I’m not a coffee aficionado, but I really enjoyed my skinny flat whites. Big 
thanks, Natalie. The HDG were there even though the rest of their group was hosting a week-
end workshop back at their home in Sherwood. You’ll see one of Linda’s sketches in this issue. 
QEG seemed to be having a lovely day at their stand outside the kiln room at the Hub. We have 
two kilns at the Hub—one for firing porcelain and one for the enamellers. Although we weren’t 
expecting them, WSQ were able to join us. It was delightful to see the display of some of their 
permanent collection on our new hanging system. I was sorry to have missed PAQ’s papermak-
ing demonstration and workshop on Sunday morning. I find the papermaking experience as ex-
citing in its way as the raku experience. Thank you to the Sunday groups for a fantastic clean up 
of the Hub so that it is ready for action again. A number of people DISCOVERED us through this 
Open Weekend, while others caught up with old and new friends at the event.  
 

We have been forced to make some more changes to our July BVAC Art & Craft Pop-Up Shop, 
after being advised that the road to Mt Coot-tha will be closed for most of Sunday (July 11). We 
have rescheduled the event so that we will trade on Friday and Saturday only. The BVAC com-
mittee will do some set-up preparation on the Thursday and groups will have 2 hours to set up 
their stands from 8am on Friday morning. This is unfortunate but we are adaptable. 
 

BVAC has now been part of the Brisbane art scene for ten years, and the first phase of its de-
velopment is coming to an end. Before all the original committee members move on, it is neces-
sary to prepare carefully for our future. We are now looking at ways to Build a Better BVAC. 
Discussions have revealed that we regard the Wellers Hill Arts Hub, and the fact that we can 
share it with our groups, to be our most valuable asset. With planning for the future now, we 
trust that BVAC will be around to support groups well into the future.   
 

Judy  (P.S. Yumin Yang just loves to paint and I thank her for her portrait of me—above). 
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The Art League 

In 2018, when travelling in the US, I stumbled on a not-for-profit com-
munity art college (rather like our Brisbane Institute of Art) - The Art 
League—in Alexandria, Virginia. The pottery class did not ignore my 
nose pressed up against the window of the Studio, but on finding that 
I was also a potter (ceramic sculptor really), I was invited in for a 
quick look at the student’s work and facilities. The tutor also checked 
out my work via Sculptors Queensland website.  
 

I always find it interesting to see art works, art exhibitions, or markets from other areas—even on the oth-
er side of the world. What is influencing their choice of subjects? Is the work in a traditional style similar 
throughout the western world or is there a regional style? Can we use that idea in Brisbane with BVAC? 
And always—what can I take from this work to improve and develop my own?  

 

I took note of the name of the college and now get their newsletter—while there 
is not a lot in it that we can use for BVAC as they operate with paid employees 
backed up by a contingent of volunteers from all walks of life who would just like 
to be involved in the world of art, there are some interesting ideas. Too often our 
groups think they have to reinvent the wheel—starting from nothing is much 
harder than building on an existing idea.  
 

Just as we in the Brisbane arts sector are now returning to a post-pandemic 
world, the Art League is now seeking  to reengage fully with audiences. Our 
Open Weekend offered a great opportunity for us to gather with one another and 

share our arts experiences. Just coming together with like minded 
people provides great pleasure. Chair in Turquoise by Jennifer Allevato 



3 

Notes of BVAC Meeting Thursday, 13 May, 2021   
Venue: The Hub   
Attendees: Judy Hamilton (WSC), Peter Rayson (WCS), Wendy Goode (Scattered Arts), Lyn Pearson 
(ATASDA), Joanna Faber (PAQ), Sandra Evans (APAT), Anna-Margot Collins (QEG), Natalie Parish 
(DTRH) Marilyn George (QBG) Shirley McCormack (LCAQ). 
Apologies: Pauline Stevens (Sunshine Beaders), Sandra Pearce (Migaloo). 
Minutes taken by Sandra Evans. 
Minutes: Taken as read. Marilyn George asked for amendment to previous minutes: QBG not Bindery 
will not be ready until end of June. Review will be in September. Passed with amendment, Lyn Pearson. 
Correspondence: Wendy reported arrival of a new credit card and a flyer from Sturt School of Excel-
lence in Arts, Design & Fabrication in Mittagong. 
President’s Report: Thank you to Natalie (DTRH) for organising the coffee van for the Open Weekend. 
When working with BVAC it is important that groups read correspondence from BVAC and act according-
ly. It was a wonderful success. BVAC correspondence did say that the weekend was about BVAC and 
the amenities of the Hub. The groups who participated showed their support for BVAC. Tentative date for 
next year? April 8-9, a week before Easter?  

 BVAC will consider support of OPEN art competitions. 
 Geoff May advised he is no longer Pastel Society Rep. No replacement yet.  
 Development of the Thank You Lunch idea. At least 2 representatives from all Member Groups to be 

invited at the beginning of the year to understand what BVAC is all about.  
 Signage for the Pop-Up Shop. Needs to be redone - urgently. It was decided at the December meet-

ing to retain the old design but replace all wording with BVAC Pop-Up Art & Craft Sale This Week-
end. Sandra E. (APAT) to investigate Banner Buzz. 

 BVAC review meeting went very well. Thanks to Sandra P. (Migaloo) for making it happen & collat-
ing all the thoughts. The Hub remains the focus of BVAC but we need groups to be actively involved 
with moving BVAC forward. A follow up meeting is scheduled for 9am May 27.  

 Pauline (Sunshine Beaders) reports their workshop at the Hub went well and praised the facilities.  
 Suggestion that Group names be used in full.  
 Received invitation to speak at ATASDA meeting July 12 about BVAC. 
Treasurer’s Report: Peter presented Audit report to be passed. Seconded by Anna Margot Collins(QEG). 
To be submitted to the Office of Fair Trading. 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Pop-Up Shop: Due to the roads around the Botanic Gardens being closed on Sunday between 10 and 2, 
Anna-Margot (QEG) reported change of days for the Pop up shop in July. We will now open from 10am – 
4pm Friday, Saturday 9-4. Setup will be either Thursday afternoon or between 8.30 and 10 on Friday. 
Groups will manage their own stalls and payments. 
 Advertising will be via Weekend Notes and on Facebook (boosted) and Event created. Wendy will 

write up a story for Weekend Notes. New flyers are available at the hub.  
 New banner to be ordered. Sandra will do this.  
 Look into catering for the weekend. Any groups willing to take this on would be welcomed.  
Open Weekend Wrap-up: More communication between organiser and attendees.  
 Signage for the different groups should state the full name of group not just letters.  
 We need more focus needed on advertising and what the event outcomes are. Advertising was a 

month long campaign on Weekend Notes and Facebook promotion that had excellent responses 
from the public and groups. Although the focus of the weekend was the facilities of the Hub, 
ATASDA picked up 3 new members.  

 More volunteers from the BVAC committee are needed to make these happen.  
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 Sandra put forward a suggestion that as we put more focus on the Hub that we look at doing two (2) 
Open Weekends during the year and only one (1) Pop-Up shop. This would create more community 
focus on the Hub and we could style the Open weekends as Market style events where groups sell 
from their own stands. Hands on activities like the Raku and Papermaking etc. Sales stalls etc run 
by each group. Any feedback from groups on this will be welcome.  

 Thing to look into are Council permission to use carpark in front of building for stalls, Food/Coffee 
vans to attend. 

 More avenues for advertising the event e.g. signage on the school fence leading up to the events.  
Succession Planning in BVAC: 
 If we are to deliver these programs and provide the communication necessary to member groups, 

we need more active volunteers on the BVAC committee. We are formulating a plan of action for  to 
secure the future of BVAC. 

 Current Committee roles are being broken into more manageable pieces to encourage the groups to 
assist with the management of their organisation.  

 Finding more volunteers from member groups to serve on the BVAC committee  
Building and Maintenance:  
 Lift maintenance. The lift doors failed to open on the ground level. A common problem with these 

lifts caused by humidity. Call out fees are $750 without repairs. Poor service from the technician.  
Peter to email asking for information on what was repaired and when the service is scheduled.  

 Electrician to be contacted to quote on Air conditioning upstairs, lighting downstairs and upgrade on 
electrical box.  

 Council installed solar to the Hub on May 7th, Follow up regarding new electricity contract with Origin 
Energy.  

Use of the Hub:  
 Lyn Pearson from ATASDA requested that 6 tables always be left setup downstairs as many groups 

do not have able members to put up and take them down. The chairs will still need to be stacked 
away. Cleaner will be advised of this decision. 

 When using the Hub, please sign in with the Queensland Covid App. If members do not have the 
App others in the group who do can add names. The QR codes are displayed around the building 
upstairs and down. 

Meeting Closed: 11.40 am 

Next Meeting: 9.30 am, June 10, The Hub. 
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Brookfield Show 2021 

Artists and crafters have welcomed the return of the “Biggest Little Country Show” (aka Brookfield 
Show) with a fine display in the show pavilions. Painting, sculpture, photography, needlecrafts 
and woodwork are featured in a number of pavilions throughout the Showgrounds.  
 There was a very strong showing in the Art Pavilion where a small boy informed me on Sat-
urday night that 40 works had been sold. The children coming through the exhibition were won-
derfully informed art critics, and a question as to “Which is your favourite?” elicited many re-
sponses. A wonderful painting, full of suggested action, of a yacht ploughing through heavy 
waves—blues, whites and orange (safety jackets) was a stand out favourite. They felt the action. 
 

 First Prize in the Oils Section was won by Natasha Ruschka from 
the Art West Community Gallery Group with her painting Outbound on 
UB Road. David Ladley, also of the Art West Community Gallery took out 
a Special Prize for a painting taking Brookfield as it subject matter with his 
painting Brookfield General Store. An interesting painting, Wet Land, by 
Ian Charlton took out Best in Show.  The Sculpture section was very 
small this year but the quality was there. Veteran ceramicist Yvonne 

Bouwman took out first prize with a very large ceramic piece. A large section at the Brookfield 
Show is Woodwork, which fills its own pavilion. A wide variety of creative pieces attest to the pop-
ularity of this section in the region.  
 

It was very sad to see that the craft section was all but missing from this year’s show. A small dis-
play of quilting was the only section. This is usually a very strong section and it is to be hoped 
that it will make its way back  to the Brookfield Show.    
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Thank you to Linda McNally from the Half Dozen Group of Artists for this lovely little pen and 
wash sketch of the group clustered around the Ceramic Arts Queensland “Raku Experience” at 
the BVAC Open Weekend in April. 
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For Lovers of Vincent Van Gogh 

A real treat for you. Vincent van Gogh’s Sunflowers 
are among his most famous works, and are some of 
the most iconic paintings in the world.  
 

In an extraordinary exhibition, the Van Gogh Muse-
um took a new and revealing look at the five publicly
-owned versions of sunflowers in a vase. And once 
again, the Van Gogh museum opened its doors ex-
clusively to Exhibition on Screen. They are imme-
diately recognisable, but our film goes beyond the 
surface to explore the many questions and myster-
ies that surround these works. Why, for example, did 
Van Gogh choose the exotic sunflower with its long 
stem and golden crown? Indeed, when did the flow-
er itself arrive in Europe and how had previous art-
ists reacted to it? What was Van Gogh trying to say 
with his works and how does that differ from version 
to version? And what secrets did scientists discover 
when they analysed the work in detail?  

 

All is revealed in this fascinating film, which travelled beyond Amsterdam to Tokyo, Philadelphia, 
London and Munich to film, in incredible high-definition detail. Each of the five paintings is differ-
ent and has its own unique story, spanning one of the most famous and turbulent periods in art 
history. All five paintings are also now considered to be in such a delicate state that there will 
never be a show with all five alongside one another ever again. In this film you will have a 
chance to see all that on the screen – in our virtual exhibition. In doing so, the film brings to audi-
ences many new levels of understanding both about the paintings and about Vincent van 
Gogh—the artist.   
 

Exhibition on Screen: Sunflowers will open on the 20th
 May at New Farm Cinemas, Elizabeth 

Picture Theatre, Red Hill Cinemas and Regal Cinemas Graceville. A special offer has been 
made for BVAC member groups with discounted tickets for group bookings. For groups of 10 or 
more, tickets are $23. For groups of 20 or more, the price comes down to $15. 
 

If you want to go really upmarket, the group can purchase a Food and Beverage option that can 
be served to your guests pre or post film presentation. or more information on this special offer 
or to make a booking to see Exhibition on Screen: Sunflowers contact Charley at market-
ing@fivestarcinemas.com.au or call 04221 60604.  
 

Go by yourself, take your significant other, or organise a cinema group from your members. 
You’ll have lots to talk about afterwards.  

 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffivestarcinemas.com.au%2Fnew-farm%2Fmovie%2Fexhibition-on-screen-sunflowers-2021&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb0a865ee50ce4d48bc5b08d90a0b38f9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637551865578235
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffivestarcinemas.com.au%2Fnew-farm%2Fmovie%2Fexhibition-on-screen-sunflowers-2021&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb0a865ee50ce4d48bc5b08d90a0b38f9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637551865578235
mailto:marketing@fivestarcinemas.com.au
mailto:marketing@fivestarcinemas.com.au
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Drawing on Experience 

 

They say that drawing is the basis for all art, and history has shown that to be true. It is so im-
portant in the development of anything artistic and in fact in elements of everyday life. The late 
Tasmanian Artist, Max Angus (1914-2017) stated in 1979: “Drawing like handwriting, reveals 
much of the artists thoughts as he worked. Painting may be a summation, a simplification of 
drawing, but even the most abstract works require the authority of draughtsmanship.” There are 
many competitions that still encourage the art of drawing, such as the Dobell Drawing Prize cur-
rently showing at the National Art School Gallery (Sydney).  
 

In March/April the Royal Queensland Art Society staged their own drawing competition with the 
Harold & Agnes Richardson Drawing Prize, which has been shown on and off at the RQAS, since 
1984. Both Harold and Agnes were real stalwarts with the RQAS, and it is encouraging that their 
names will continue to be linked to this award. The competition was an open competition, and not 
just for RQAS artists, which gives much more diversity to the exhibition.  
 

Scott Breton is a skilled draughtsman, and his work is controlled and clever. In many of his works, 
the figure is seen in sweeping strokes such as Turn and Arc, giving the impression of movement. 
But his work Breathe, is a stunning image of a young woman, whose face is beautifully com-
posed. David Fenoglio’s Figure Study from Four Angles is also an interesting approach in viewing 
the human form. Lee in Isolation by Claire Grant is a lovely use of line to convey a face in a loose 
and gestural way; the white line on the blue base adds to its charm. Peta Harvey’s Squish pro-
jects the title of the work with great detail in the two pairs of hands and the girls face. Anton 
Piche’s image, Study for a Painting is a delicate study of a woman. However, the line work is very 
limited throughout the composition; but in saying that, the line that does exist gives it appeal, 
when added to other mediums, which are skillfully used.  
 

Sharon Beckett’s Family Portrait 1 is a sweet tender image of a father holding his young child. 
Her perspective drawing, City is also a captivating image of a modern city, captured from above 
and below the bridge. In Café, Katia Strounina shows her intricate use of various pen and ink 
techniques. In Working from Home by Paul Renals, we have what some might call a simple im-
age of a pair of shoes, but the detail in the shoes, shown with many haphazard lines woven to-
gether, using a bamboo pen and ink, is quite exhilarating and an image that you keep coming 
back to, and the more you look the more you see.  
 

Other works of interest were: Hella Smith’s The Secrets we keep, Dr Kay Kane’s The Banyan 
Tree, Kathryn McGovern’s War Dogs, Brittany Blackie’s Draco Lingo, Janice Windolf’s Reaching 
for the Stars, Glenn Gillard’s Francis and Carl Rush – Singer and Guitarist by Michael Felix.  
 

The exhibition once again highlights the many aspects of drawing and the different techniques 
and mediums that are used in its continual pursuit for excellence. All good art must have a start-
ing point, regardless of subject or style, and if you start with good drawing, then you are well and 
truly on your way.  
Greg de Silva: FRQAS       © Greg de Silva: April 2021  
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BVAC Committee Contacts  

President 
Judy Hamilton 

jrhylleh@hotmail.com 

 Western Suburbs Clayworkers 

Secretary 

Vacant 
bvac2015@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Peter Rayson 

ninetynine.94@optusnet.com.au  

Watercolour Society. QLD 

Building Co-ordinator 
Sandra Evans 

bvac2015@gmail.com 

APAT 

 Newsletter 

Judy Hamilton 

jrhylleh@hotmail.com 

 Art West Community Gallery 

 

Committee 

Sunshine Beaders  

Anna-Margot Collins  

Allie Collins 

 Scattered Arts  

Wendy Goode  

   Papermakers Artists Qld 

Joanna Faber 

Watercolour Society. QLD 

Julie Brims 

LeatherCrafters AQ 

Shirley McCormick  

ATASDA 

Lyn Pearson 

MIigaloo Press 

Sandra Pearce 

 

 

When (or if) you are travelling around Australia and you think an 
art workshop is a good idea right now, check out this website 
txti.es/artworkshops to see if there are any workshops available 
where you are. 

 

This year, Bribie Island Community Arts Centre’s signature event, the 
Matthew Flinders Art Prize, is expected to draw more entries than before 
at the Bribie Island Community Arts Centre.  

BICAS organisers are keen to ensure artists know they WILL stage this 
great competition/exhibition this year in its traditional mid-winter calendar 
slot. 

Now in its 23rd year, it remains an open prize exhibition, with no set cat-
egories. Artists may create in any media. All details are on the entry form 
which can be downloaded from the Bribie Island Community Arts Cen-
tre’s website  or collected at the Arts Centre 191 Sunderland Drive Bank-
sia Beach, Tuesday to Saturday 9am – 4pm and Sundays 9am – 1pm. 
Phone 07 3408 9288. 

Entry date is Saturday June 26. Early birds who enter by June 19 save 
$5 per entry. July 10 is the delivery date to the Arts Centre. The entry fee 
is $35 per piece with a maximum of two artworks each. Gala Opening 
night for the event in the Matthew Flinders Gallery is Friday July 16, with 
the exhibition running until August 7.  

The first prize is $5000, second prize is $2000. There are two Highly 
Commended prizes of $500 a $500 People’s Choice prize and a $500 
BICAS Members prize.  

Organising committee chairman Stephanie White said the MFAP event 
grew incrementally each year and, despite the interruption by Covid in 
2020 cancelling the event, 2021 looked to be on track to follow the 
event’s flourishing trend.  

It is a welcome gathering point and focus for local and visiting artists 
from around the region and interstate. Stephanie said the event also re-
lied heavily on the generosity of local sponsors, who are kindly teaming 
up with BICAS again in 2021.  

For further information contact the Venue Manager, Julie Thomson on 
(07) 3408 9288.

 

 

 Signature Bribie Island Art Prize 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftxti.es%2Fartworkshops&data=04%7C01%7C%7C486642bc60424355d5e208d90a0cc4e0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637551872223768843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2l

