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President’s Report

Last month’s BVAConnex declared this year to be the year of the
volunteer and on Sunday 21 February, over 300 community groups
(including BVAC) were invited to join the Lord Mayor of Brisbane
for afternoon tea in the Brisbane Room at the iconic City Hall. It
was a lovely afternoon and a wonderful chance to network. I met up
with Mary Brown and Trevor Downes from Half Dozen Group of
Artists at the event. It also gave me the opportunity to thank the
Lord Mayor, on behalf of BVAC, for the council’s financial assistance in the face of last year’s Covid lockdowns.
I hope you enjoy reading about Valda Heath as our volunteer of the month. Valda has been part
of BVAC since its earliest days and is the Mum of our very special Building and Booking Coordinator, Sandra Evans. Valda has a special place as she has coordinated Australian Porcelain Art Teachers (APAT) involvement in all our BVAC Pop-Up Shops to date. Thank you for all
your work for APAT and BVAC Valda, and we look forward to seeing your work in our Christmas
in July Pop-Up Shop at Mt Coot-tha in July.
It is wonderful to see members getting back to work in a big way, from competitions resurfacing,
to classes happening again, and especially those members who are organising their own exhibitions outside their annual group exhibitions. Speaking of Exhibitions, the big one is back, with the
EKKA already opening its website to entries in the Art and Craft Section. For those who covet a
rosette as recognition of their outstanding work to those who look upon the EKKA as a wonderful
opportunity to just show their work and possibly sell some, it is very satisfying to be involved.
Planning is well under way for our BVAC Open Weekend and we hope the event will help to demystify the organisation known as BVAC. It is hoped that groups will promote this event with their
members, so that BVAC ceases to be a nebulous idea and becomes real to all artists/ craftspeople in Brisbane. The Hub at Tarragindi will be a hive of activity all day Saturday and Sunday
morning. For those who have never taken part in our BVAC activities, it is hoped that you will be
inspired to get involved. I have included the roster of planned activities in this newsletter for your
convenience.
Last weekend, I was privileged to be a volunteer at the launch of the 2021 Brisbane Portrait
Prize. This event is going from strength to strength. I hope some of our artists are considering
putting in their entries this year and remember—even though it is a portrait prize—your choice of
media is very wide. One of the prize winners last year was in fact a tapestry. It could be on of the
most rewarding experiences you have ever had.

Judy
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Thursday
May 13, 2021

BVAC Hub
140 Weller Road Tarragindi
BVAC AGM
All position will be declared Vacant
To ensure that the work of BVAC can continue
representatives from ALL groups are invited to apply
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Building and Maintenance
Newsletter Editor
Pop-Up Shop Coordinator (can be a remote position)
Six (6) Committee members
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Annual
General
Meeting

Notes from BVAC meeting 11 March
Date: Thursday, 11 March, 2021 9.40 am
Venue: The Hub
Attendees: Judy Hamilton (WSC), Peter Rayson (WSQ), Marilyn George (QBG), Julie Brimms (WSQ), Shirley
McCormick (LCAQ), Joanna Faber (PAQ), Liz Horrigan (ATASDA), Lyn Pearson (ATASDA), Sandra Evans (APAT),
Wendy Goode (SA), Anna-Margot Collins (QEG/ Sunshine Beaders).
Apologies: None.
Minutes taken by Sandra Evans.
Welcome: Judy welcomed participants and noted the number of new faces at the meeting. Minutes of previous
meeting taken as read.
Correspondence: In the absence of a secretary, the correspondence list has not been compiled. Sandra continues
to monitor and forward emails from bvac2015@gmail.com
President’s Report:

Judy attended afternoon tea with the Lord Mayor, Adrian Shrinner, at City Hall. It was a thank you to volunteers.

Judy created a post for FB asking for volunteers for BVAC. It posted itself to “jobs vacant”. There have been
no responses. There are people out there who believe in BVAC but cannot commit at the moment.

CAQ have put in an application for their own building at Ascot – waiting results.

A lack of volunteer support from the committee is impacting on how BVAC is operating. The president cannot
do it all. Organisation of activities (such as the Open Day, Pop-up Shop) will need to be taken on by committee members leaving the President to look after outside issues as they arise. Judy has not been able to follow
up with Artisan because of lack of time. Talking to Artisan is a job for the president, whereas the job of organising the Open Day can be done by committee members.

So, with that in mind, what is the future of BVAC? Is it doing something for groups by being there? Those in
residence at the Hub would say so. Without our member groups providing active support for the BVAC committee, BVAC cannot continue along its present path. Pop-Up shops will go, and BVAC will simply become a
booking agency for hall bookings and groups that call the Hub home. Is that what groups want from BVAC?

Discussion about what could be done was good. Suggestions included getting a media presence as QSWFA
has with the ABC, artist-in residence program.

I am giving 2 months notice to groups about the BVAC AGM to allow member groups to discuss and possibly
provide members for the BVAC committee, as ALL positions are vacant. The AGM will be held at the Hub,
9.30 am May 13.
Treasurer’s Report: BVAC is the only art group in Brisbane that is getting solar-power installed free of charge from
the BCC – all the rest are sporting groups. Discussion at meeting regarding the installation costs of air conditioner in
QBG office. Approved with qualifications. QBG to research air-conditioner needed. Sandra is looking into grants for
an upgrade to electrical box. Peter to contact Kevin on the council regarding feasibility.
GENERAL BUSINESS:
Open Day: Saturday Roster is full up. Only Papermakers had confirmed Sunday but Scattered Arts and Q. Enamellers’ Guild volunteered at the meeting for Sunday Morning as well. The program of events was greeted enthusiastically by attendees. Judy to send out emails to confirm arrangements.
CAQ did not receive the email about dates. This was my fault, but I am hoping they are still available to do their raku
experience. WSQ asked to exhibit their paintings upstairs—joined by ATASDA and APAT—those groups to organise the hanging. Groups will need to provide everything but tables and chairs. Joanna to check with the girl guides
re: sausage sizzle. We may need to provide a QR code for sign in.
Artisan Craft Exhibition: Have not yet contacted them. Something had to give.
Scattered Arts/BVAC Art Competition: Cancelled for 2021. Visiting artists are invited to contact SA about hanging
their works in the SA gallery.
OTHER BUSINESS:
Night Time Meetings: Suggested as a way of getting more participation. Can be revisited.
Committee: Every member group is invited to have at least one representative on the committee, but that person
must be formally nominated to the committee. If the nominated person cannot attend, a proxy may be sent. Member
groups can send multiple representatives to the meetings but only ONE vote is accepted from each group. You
must nominate your rep for the AGM by email to bvac2015@gmail.com.
Meeting Closed: 11.50 am
Next Meeting: April 11, 9.30 am
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BVAC Open Weekend Roster April 17-18
COVID sign in procedures will keep this a Covid safe event
Group

Activity

Time

Location

BVAC

Pop-Up Shop tableau

Sat/ Sun All Day

The Hub, upstairs

BVAC

Exhibition of Paintings

Sat/ Sun All Day

The Hub, upstairs

BVAC

Open Rooms (no entry)

Sat/ Sun All Day

The Hub, upstairs

BVAC

Kiln Room Open

Sat/ Sun All Day

The Hub, downstairs

WSC

Sat. morning Studio

Sat AM

The Hub, downstairs

CAQ

Raku Experience

Sat PM

Grassy area outside

Sat PM

Downstairs outside

Sat AM

The Hub, upstairs

Sat PM

The Hub, downstairs

Sat PM

The Hub, upstairs

HDGA
Sunshine
Beaders

Making a covered bead using
recycled fabric & turning it into a
pend/t. Plus group activities

Q. Enamellers
ATASDA

Display and workshop

SUNDAY
Group

Activity

Time

Location

Papermakers

Recycled Paper making

Sunday 6 -8 people
Pre-booked.
9.30-10.30 or 11-12
Eventbrite link on
POQ FB page

The Hub, downstairs

Scattered Arts

Sunday AM

The Hub, upstairs

Q. Enamellers
Guild

Sunday AM

The Hub, downstairs

Raku

Papermaking
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Ceramic Arts Queensland is pleased to announce this year's

$7,000 Siliceous Award for Ceramic Excellence.
Entries are now open for ceramicists across Australia
Entries will close on Friday 5pm 3rd September 2021.
The winning entry will be acquired by Ceramic Arts Qld for its permanent collection.
The exhibition will be hosted by the Butter Factory Arts Centre in Cooroy.
The exhibition will be officially opened by Timothy Roberts, Australian art historian
and President of Professional Historians Association (Queensland) Inc.
Guest Judge for the 2021 Award is DIANA WARNES
Head of Curatorial Projects, HOTA (Home of the Arts, Gold Coast)
https://www.ceramicartsqld.org.au/index.php/events/competitions
CAQ would like to thank Queensland Electrical Solutions for
sponsoring this year's $1,000 People's Choice Award

Larissa Warren
Larissa Warren is the guest speaker at the Ceramic Arts Queensland AGM day at The Hub on Sunday 14 March. Her ceramic
practise is driven by her fascination with the minerals and clays
within the layers of the earth and how we uncover them. Echoing
her local landscape and using raw volcanic clays from nearby
properties on Tamborine Mountain, she looks to geological metamorphosis and histories when
developing my concepts.
Contrast has always been an important element in her surfaces and she relies on organic textures rather than glazes. Investigating the transformation of ceramic materials; this extends a
passion for exploiting porcelain’s possibilities and boundaries. Each vessel she make captures
pockets of raw stoneware, colour, rocks and minerals within a pattern inlay.
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Botanica: Contemporary Art Outside
Botanica: Contemporary Art Outside - Volunteer
EOI
Botanica: Contemporary Art Outside returns to the City Botanic
Gardens from 7 - 16 May 2021.
Over 10 nights, discover a stunning open-air art exhibition with
large-scale projections, surprising installations and interactive artworks that will captivate children and adults alike.
Photo: Kellie O’Dempsey
Pulse, live drawing projec on
(performance s ll)
Botanica (2019)

Previous years have welcomed tens of thousands of attendees, a
feat not possible without the commitment and enthusiasm of our
remarkable volunteers.

Council is seeking expressions of interest for volunteers for the 2021 event.Discover a stunning open-air

art exhibition in the heart of Brisbane City at Botanica - Contemporary Art Outside.
As the sun sets over Brisbane's iconic urban skyline, Brisbane's City Botanic Gardens will come
to life with large-scale projections, surprising installations and interactive artworks that will captivate children and adults alike.
Featuring new artworks from some of Australia's leading contemporary artists and designers, Botanica explores the nexus of art and design practice and inspires conversations about our
built, natural and digital environments.
Botanica offers a range of unique experiences for all ages including guided twilight walks, a children's discovery trail, thought-provoking talks, and hands-on workshops.
Gather family and friends for Botanica Live Nights on Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings to
enjoy additional activations, projections, music, delicious food trucks, and an outdoor bar.
The full program will be released in early April 2021. #BNEbotanica
Botanica is one of the thousands of festivals, markets and events Brisbane City Council helps to
deliver each year, giving you more to see and do in a clean and green Brisbane. It is a featured
event in Brisbane Art Design 2021.

Event information
Dates: 7-16 May 2021
Times: Exhibition open 5-10 pm daily
Botanica Live Nights Fri –Sun, 5-10 pm
Cost: Free
Volunteer: Sign up now for opportunities to volunteer at this year's event.
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/things-to-see-and-do/whats-on-and-events/botanicacontemporary-art-outside
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Artist Hire Space
I am indebted to Helena Jackson-Lloyd for bringing this space to my attention. Helena participated in an artist residency in 2020 at Curtain Springs, and inspired by her time there, the artist created a awe inspiring body of work, much of which recently featured in a solo exhibition at Logan
Regional Gallery. Following on from the success of this show, Revival Art and Design Gallery
then showcased a number of these works and some as yet unseen. Sadly, this show will have
finished by the time you get this newsletter.
Revival Art and Design has now relocated to a wonderful new collective space at ALBION ART
HUB, 17 Greg Chappell St. Albion Qld. The Albion Art Hub is also home to Burl By Design
(picture framer and furniture maker), Outside In Albion (cafe opening in February).
Our Albion (Brisbane) gallery now holds regular exhibitions and is available as an exhibition hire
space. You can find information about availability of the exhibition space at https://
revivalart.com.au/index.php/exhibition-calendar/
Revival Art and Design are setting about making art affordable to all by partnering with a worldwide group called Art Money. This is an interesting way to make art more accessible to would be
collectors, a way to support artists and build a sustainable creative economy. Art Money allows
you to enjoy your work now and pay over time, whilst the gallery and our artists are paid immediately. It is an interesting concept: 10 payments. 10 months. No interest.
If the ideas put forward here pique your interest, contact Revival at https://revivalart.com.au/
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IPSWICH ART AWARDS 2021

The Ipswich Art Awards 2021 will be bigger and better than ever as a standalone event held
from 21-30 May. Held annually since 2000, the awards have been and are the foremost visual
arts awards for the Ipswich region, attracting around 200 entries and 2,000 spectators every
year. The primary purpose of the Ipswich Art Awards is to profile established and emerging artists of the Ipswich region, providing a platform for engagement, recognition and professional development. The Opening Night (ticketed event) will be held on Friday 21 May 2021. Entries are
now open and close 5.00 pm 16 April 2021.
Categories are:

Painting: acrylic and oil

Painting: watercolour

Drawing and pastels

Three Dimensions

Photography

Print making (not digital)

Mixed media

New media
Cost of entry is $30 per submission – which includes complimentary artist entry to the opening
night on Friday 21 May.
Submit your entry (max. of 2 submissions per artist) and pay the entry fee ($30 per submission)
for your artwork to be considered for an Award.
Entries close 5.00 pm 16 April 2021.

Ipswich Art Awards 2021 Opening Night
Friday 21 May
6.00 pm – 9.00 pm
Tickets $20.00 each
Be there on Opening Night to celebrate the 2021 Ipswich Arts Awards and be among
the first to purchase artworks on display. Ticket includes drink on arrival and canapes.
Cash bar also available on the night.
Ticket sales for opening night close 5.00 pm 3 May 2021
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BVAC Committee Contacts
President
Judy Hamilton
jrhylleh@hotmail.com

Western Suburbs Clayworkers

Secretary
Vacant
bvac2015@gmail.com

Treasurer
Peter Rayson
ninetynine.94@optusnet.com.au

Watercolour Society. QLD
Building Co-ordinator
Sandra Evans
bvac2015@gmail.com
Please note change of date for MonoPrint Workshop

APAT
Newsletter
Judy Hamilton
jrhylleh@hotmail.com

Art West Community Gallery

Committee
BVAC Open Weekend 17-18 April 2021
BVAC will celebrate 10 years as part of Brisbane’s art world in 2021.
The organisation was founded in 2011 to support artists’/crafters’
groups in Brisbane by providing a home for some, low-cost workshop
space for many, and selling opportunities for those that wanted them.
With a consolidation of resources and the elimination of outside expenditures the groups should be able to get better value for money
than the individual organisations operating alone.
Groups signed up to the idea and each provided $100 of seed funding
to make sure Brisbane Visual Arts Community became a reality. These
groups who have Founding Member status within BVAC include Scattered Arts; Western Suburbs Clayworkers; Half Dozen Group of Artists;
Samford Art and Craft; Australasian Porcelain Teachers’ Association;
Queensland Quilters; The Silk Shed; Watercolour Society of Queensland; Embroiderer’s Guild; Q. Spinners Weavers Dyers and Fibre Artists; Leatherworkers; Q. Bookbinders’ Guild; Fusions Clay and Glass
Artists (now Ceramic Arts Queensland); Pastel Society of Australia;
ATASDA; and Sculptors Queensland.

Sunshine Beaders
Anna-Margot Collins
Allie Collins
Scattered Arts
Wendy Goode
Restitch
Lena Tisdall
Papermakers Artists Qld

Joanna Faber
Watercolour Society. QLD
Jenny Loveday
Marilyn Revell
LeatherCrafters AQ

Shirley McCormick
Thank you to all these groups for their initial support. Did you know that
your group had such a long association with BVAC? Come along to
show your support for the whole idea of a really creative Brisbane visual arts community. Working together for the betterment of all.
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ATASDA

Liz Horrigan
Lyn Pearson

