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Presidents Report
Hello again.
Work continues at the Hub to rectify the problems caused by the ineffective disability
access installed by council. There are lots of yellow lines telling us not to park—anywhere—but
you may park on the grass surrounding the Hub.
Inside the Hub, thanks to Sandra and our handyman, the large cracked mirror has been removed as has the “antique” whiteboard. I am super excited to have a hanging system installed
right around the hall and we are looking forward to having a permanent display of art on the
walls. There are still patches on the walls that have to be painted but it’s happening. The Watercolour Society have first dibs on the space and will display some of their 30 year permanent collection of watercolours. It will be wonderful for groups to be able to display the treasures that are
part of our Queensland heritage, but the space can also be used by current artists.
Planning for our newly renamed BVAC Art/Craft Pop-Up Shop has begun with Anna-Margot at
the helm. Because of Covid19 restrictions, we have needed to alter the format slightly and it will
be run along the proposed lines of the Art/Craft Sale planned for May. Groups can request up to
5 tables (or table spaces) and the booth to cater for 2D artists will be back again. With lots of
work from the lockdown period, interest in participating has been intense.
One of the biggest changes is that you will pay NO commission on your sales. To offset this—
the Pop-Up is BVAC’s fund raising event—table hire, table space, and booth hire will all be more
expensive but once you have paid that, the profits are your own. The new charges will mean that
BVAC makes slightly less but hopefully our artists will pocket more.
Insurance is another topic of importance at the moment. According to our insurance broker, it
seems that insurance companies have moved to shut down “umbrella” insurance deals like that
offered by BVAC to our members, and is insisting that incorporated groups must have their own
insurance and unincorporated groups must be prepared to buy their own public liability insurance for events they organise. Unincorporated groups have been sent a form that can be used
to work out what their annual premium might be. If your group has lots of activities or continuous
activities, it is likely that your premium will be more than a group who puts on only one or two
outside activity in a year. BVAC can help groups meet initial costs and then work out a repayment plan that works for both.
I’m trying something new this month in BVAConnex by bringing to you a summary of discussions
at BVAC’s monthly meeting. This may give you some idea of the scope of our discussions. Sadly one of the points we needed to discuss this month was the fate of the Scattered Arts/BVAC
Art Competition for 2020. Because the venue could not be secured for an extended period, and
the impact of Covid restrictions on an opening event, it has been decided to postpone the competition until 2021. If you have already finished your entry, keep it safe for next year.
That’s all for this month,

Judy
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Enjoy Amazing City Views from the Emporium Level 21
Just bring your sketching book OR simply enjoy the view and MORNING TEA
Hosted and sponsored by Watercolour Society of Queensland inc
in conjunction with the Emporium
MONDAY 7th September 2020 - 10am
This event is organised to help support, mentor, and encourage
AN AUSTRALIAN UNDER 30’S EMERGING WATERCOLOUR ARTIST
for the Australian Watercolour Muster
This event is held on the First Monday of each month.

Cost: $25.00
Book Here: wsqworkshops@gmail.com

Enquiries: Jenny 0419 760 993
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Notes from BVAC Meeting 11 August 2020
Attendance: Anna-Margot Collins (Q Enm.), Allie Collins (Q Enm.), Judy Hamilton (WSC), Helen
Trochoulias, Peter Rayson (WSQ), Jenny Loveday (WSQ), Sandra Evans (APAT),
Wendy Goode (Scatt. Arts), Lena Tisdall (Restitch), Geoff May (Pastel Society), Pauline Stevens
(Sunshine Beaders), Shirley MCormick (Leathercrafters), Joanna Faber (Papermakers).
Apologies: None.
BVAC General Business:

Pop-Up Report (Anna-Margot). Invitation to participate in BVAC November Pop-Up Shop
emailed to all member groups. Nine acceptances so far.

Proposed change of Pop-Up Shop format to an Art/Craft Studio Sale format (Judy Hamilton).
Excellent discussion ensued. The BVAC Pop-Up Shop name be changed to BVAC Art/Craft
Pop-Up Shop. The original name does not clearly identify the Pop-Up as an Art/Craft event.
Passed.

A Covid19 safe plan needs to be developed. Separate entry and exit required.

This Pop-Up will trial the Art/Craft Studio Sale format where BVAC simply provides the venue (The Auditorium, Mt Coot-tha) and most of the marketing. Table costs are to be increased
BUT NO COMMISSION will be taken out. Depending on bookings, tables could be $60, $10
per shelf set, tablecloths and shelf covers are free but must be ordered in advance. Booth
panels (for 2D work) at $30 (1 X 1.8m—but no commission).

Groups will be assigned space to set up their own table arrangement plan from 9 am on Friday 20 November. Displays should be set by 12 noon and groups may trade until 4 pm.

Each participant provides their own inventory

Each group is responsible for sales for their group. Sales may be done individually (as with a
Square device), or as a group with a bank EFTPOS terminal, or cash.

Every participant should personally advertise it whenever possible e.g. Facebook.

An approach will be made to the Taringa, Toowong, Milton Scout Group with the idea that
they might run a sausage sizzle on Saturday/Sunday as a fund raiser.

BVAC uses the Retail Edge Barcode system.
BVAC Member Group Business:

Scattered Arts/BVAC Art Competition (Wendy Goode). It has been decided to postpone
the competition until 2021. An opening event is important for the presentation of prizes and
sale of work in a short duration art show. This cannot be done within Covid event guidelines.

BVAC Carpark/ Building Report (Sandra Evans). BCC is re-doing the carpark and all will
be finished by next week. Parking on the grass around the Hub is ok. Engaged a handyman
who has put ventilation in downstairs storage rooms. The old whiteboard and large mirror
have been removed from walls upstairs and a hanging system for paintings has been installed. The walls still need to be painted. The inaugural hang will be from the Watercolour
Society. The “lightbox” is on a table but needs the electrical plugs refitted. When electricians
come to do tagging and testing, we will have them put the plugs back on. Still waiting for a
quote for awnings, however, as there is a maintenance grant up to $10,000 from the council
that could be used for this and painting the floor downstairs.

Insurance (Sandra Evans). Unincorporated groups can only be covered by our insurance if
at the Hub or participating in a BVAC event. If groups need help to pay for insurance BVAC
can with initial costs. When groups are using BVAC insurance BVAC needs to be in control.

Judy and group representatives, thanked Sandra for all the hard work she has put into the
hall and building surrounds.
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Watercolour Society of Queensland (Jenny Loveday). Jenny noted that it will be great to
hang paintings up in the Hub and very happy with the updates. WSQ would like another airconditioner at the other end of upstairs. Sandra will have the existing unit serviced and get
a quote for another air-conditioner. In the meantime, there are fans downstairs that can be
used. The Watercolour Society’s excursions are attracting attention across the groups with
the Pastel Society and Queensland Enamellers joining them at the Emporium Hotel with a
speaker in August. Their next event is on Level 21 of the Emporium Hotel on 7 September.
Cost is $25 for sketching with morning tea. WSQ is passionate for younger artists (under 30)
to attend. Judy will include in BVAConnex, and Sandra will see if she can add it to the BVAC
calendar of events on webpage. Judy thanked society for including other groups in these
functions. Developing a collegiate feel between groups is important to BVAC.

Pastel Society (Geoff May). Geoff reported that the Pastel Society could not hold their exhibition physically, but 130 paintings were entered into the digital competition. The group has
not been meeting because of Covid but have recently started holding monthly meetings via
Zoom. This has been a fabulous success as it has brought people back together with 60
people tuning in for the last meeting.
Meeting closed at 11.50 am.
Next Meeting: Thursday 10 September, 2020 at 9.30 am.


This week ArtsHub published an article that warmed my heart. I realise that I am not a voice in
the wilderness, crying out alone—commercial gallerist Andrew Baker also has problems with the
current set up of Australia’s art world.
In my recent book, Glory Days: Brisbane’s Art World to 1970, I stressed that the balance in any
art world is extremely important to the type of work produced in that art world. Andrew Baker believes that the mix in the modern art world is out of balance because visual arts funding has
moved away from grass roots, artist-driven programs to the weighty bureaucracy of the art world
and its professionalisation.
He explained, 'In the 1970s, about 80% of the people earning a living in the visual arts industry
were artists and their gallerists and the remaining 20% were curators and administrators from
public institutions. Presently, we have a total inversion of that situation, where 80% of people
earning a living in the sector are from publicly funded art institutions and only around 20% are
artists.
It is not the gallerists, or the curators, or the administrators that produce the work that keeps an
art world functioning. It is the artists. Baker stated that at the moment he could not name more
than twenty artists who derive an income from their practice that exceeds the level of unemployment benefits in Brisbane. On the other hand, Baker says the larger national and state collecting
institutions each employ people in the hundreds – NGA, NGV and QAG each have a work force
of between 280 and 300 – while the 40+ university and 150+ regional galleries (NSW 40, Victoria
50+, Queensland 60+) each employ anywhere from one to fifteen people.
Baker continued: 'Australian artists resent millions of dollars being spent on an international artwork, while they try to eke out a living on benefits. Artists feel that if they question the policies
and actions of public galleries there will be retribution and their practice will suffer. What they
don't realise, is that they were never going to be acquired or shown in the first place. That is the
sad truth, and it has been the same for 20 years.'
'The quicker [this current system] crashes and burns, the better,' added Baker. I will stand right
beside him to light the fire. Read Gina Fairley’s full article at:
https://visual.artshub.com.au/news-article/features/visual-arts/gina-fairley/why-australias-gallery-system-is-sobroken
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Art West Community Gallery Landscape Competition
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Artistic Endeavour: Contemporary botanical artists’ response
to the legacy of Banks, Solander and Parkinson
To commemorate the 250th anniversary of the HMB Endeavour’s voyage along the
east coast of Australia, members of the Botanical Artists’ Society of Queensland
have created more than 60 original botanical artworks - some delicate, some bold, all
highly detailed and scientifically rigorous. Featuring original specimens collected on
that voyage, this exhibition is an innovative exploration of the artistic, scientific,
environmental and cultural significance of this chapter in Queensland’s botanical
heritage.
Join us for Saturday artist demonstrations:
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, no bookings required, free
1 August 2020 | Lindsay Watts
15 August 2020 | Catherin Bull
Curators tour:
Bookings required, limited numbers, free
29 August 2020 | 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
Curators tour with Dr Nita C Lester and Beth Jackson
Artistic Endeavour exhibition is on display Saturday 13 June - Sunday 6 September
2020.
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THE PAINT FACTORY – ARTS VILLAGE, YERONGA
The vision of the Paint Factory, 115 Hyde Road, Yeronga is to
create an exciting vibrant destination for the arts & creative industry to thrive. It aims to revitalise the old factory buildings to create
a mixed-use environment where people will be able to work, visit,
and live within a world-leading creative Arts Village.
The Paint Factory Arts Village will eventually feature international
and Australian artists, art galleries, artisans, brewers and other
creative professionals, who live and work on the site.
Paul Hey, who has lived in Yeronga for more than 20 years, is
leading a team working on plans to transform the redundant industrial buildings to create an iconic site that all Yeronga, Brisbane & Queensland residents will be able to enjoy. Artists are
heavily engaged in the future plans for The Paint Factory.
The site has a Community Engagement Manager who is keen to
meet with members of the community and discuss the concept.
If you can see yourself engaging with a creative hub, with a mix of
internal and external gallery spaces within a vibrant arts inspired
destination linked by a series of pedestrian paths through green
space, you can contact The Paint Factory https://
www.paintfactoryyeronga.com/contact-us.html
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SALISBURY STUDIOS
Salisbury Studios are located in Salisbury, Brisbane, about 15
minutes drive south of Brisbane’s CBD. The building was purpose built in 1942 in the dark days of World War II for the production of ammunition. Later the building became a foundry, but
in 2010, it was re-purposed by a group of artists looking for a
home to practice and teach their (then) unfashionable and very
traditional skill sets.
When the studios were established, it was with the aim of the
artists bringing the skills of the past to a new generation of artists through their teaching practices. A dedicated teaching area
at the heart of the studios is home to Atelier Art Classes, a
loosely bound group of teachers who believe in and practice the
traditions of drawing, painting, and sculpture. The atelier also
welcomes guest teachers of National and International significance, who present specialised workshops throughout the year.
The Studios themselves are tenanted by a small group of artists
whose work reflects many aspects of modern visual arts practice. The artists are dedicated amateurs, professionals, and educators. It is the eclectic nature of the work of the inhabitants
that helps make the studio such an welcoming, vibrant, and atmospheric place to be.
If you are looking for a studio and are interested in becoming
part of our community of artists, check them out at https://
www.atelierartclasses.com/salisbury-studios
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